
Old Smithville Burying Grounds Work Musings November-December 2013  
 
November – December 2013 Landscaping Goals 
 
Landscaping in the Old Smithville Buying Ground is geared more toward maintenance than to 
planting new trees and shrubs. The City has been maintaining the cemetery much better 
since 2006 when one could not see across due to all the weed type vegetation. In 2013 there 
was a company that the City paid to mow and string trimmed the 4.5 acre cemetery. 
However, that is not the only landscaping maintenance that is necessary. There are trees 
and concrete items that have to be maintained.    
 
A tree had fallen along the creek (brook) fence line boundary during a storm in spring of 
2013, and a part of the tree had fallen into the cemetery. The City was notified and the 
fallen tree was cleaned up in the cemetery, but not the large part of the tree on the 
opposite of the fence boundary. While this would not mean much to some people, it means a 
lot to maintain that boundary against the creek. Before the tree fell, there was about six 
foot mowed path behind the fence boundary next to the wild area of the “creek vegetation” 
growth. This mowed path meant that the vines, creeping vegetation, and small trees would 
not invade the cemetery. However, with the fallen tree blocking the mowers, the “creek 
vegetation” started to move into the cemetery. The goal of removing the fallen tree, string 
trimming the weed invaded boundary path from the Nash street side to where the tree had 
fallen, was achieved. The photo below displays the cleared out path. 
 

  
 
Also cut back in various parts of the cemetery were several branches of the live oak trees 
that were sweeping the ground and making it difficult to mow around the lots. These 
branches were cut and moved to Moore Street for removal. Also included were some 
concrete boundary pipe holders that have no pipes on them and do not mark the corners of 
the lots. In review of the concrete items in the cemetery, those concrete items are reviewed 
and if they do not have a significant requirement then they reviewed for removal (left over 
concrete from a cement bag, pieces of repair brick, etc). Concrete material that is left in 
place allows vegetation to grow around it, therefore has to be string trimmed around. Our 
goal is to keep the feeling of the Burying Grounds, but also to allow the cemetery 
maintenance to become easier and cheaper.  
 
 



Below are before and after photos of maintenance of low branches. 
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Wrought Iron Around Cornelius Smith Lot 
 
In 2012, a piece of wrought iron fence was taken from the cemetery to be recycled. It was from the 
area of the Leonard’s lot (NR, B5) where it was bent, rusting, and placed into an area where it 
inhibited mowing. The fence had been on the ground so long, the vertical bars had rusted off and 
were not complete from top to bottom. The fence was brought home, bent to almost straight and 
reworked using a plastic called Bondo to replace the missing bars. When “she who must obeyed” 
gave the ultimatum of fix it or throw it, it was time to move ahead. It was found that the Bondo was not 
strong enough to support the changes and broke off when the fence was lifted,  
 

 
 
The new method was to cut pieces of small steel pipe and to epoxy them to complete the missing 
bars. That worked. The fence could be lifted up and it got back its structural integrity. The fence was 
then painted with a Rust-oleum metal primer, and finished with a coat of Rust-oleum Charleston 
green. It was installed in the Cornelius Smith (a Blockade runner) lot in the NR section (location A1). It 
can be defined as different from the original fence. The original fence has button topped vertical bars, 
and this recycled piece has an arrow head topped vertical bars. Also reworked was the gate to the lot 
as the gate holding piece of wood (a stick) made it so secure that it could not be opened. A piece of 
large wire fashioned in a loop was created to secure the gate.      
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Fence Around Old Smithville Burying Grounds  
 
In November 2013, the fence around the Burying Grounds was repaired several times. In early 
November in order to make the cemetery appear neat, the fence along the Rhett street side was 
reviewed and missing or broken pickets were replaced. The fence was repaired in time for the King 
Mackerel Tournament. However, the few days before the Tournament started some vandals ripped off 
some more pickets. It was too late when it was observed to replace the missing pickets. It seems that 
the removed pickets make great swords for young boys to play with. So the work to make the area neat 
was ruined.  
 
In the latter part of November, the Nash street side of the cemetery had it pickets reviewed and 
replaced. The same was done on the Moore street side. 
 

  

 
 
 
So if it is observed that the pickets are not the same color or the pickets are screwed on to the fence 
with a stainless steel screw, the picket has been reworked.  
 

 
 



Also, if you see young boys in the cemetery that appear to be bashing and crashing items, please let 
the police know. we have several incidents where stones and boundaries have been damaged for no 
good reason.  
 
Cemetery items broken: 
                 Boundaries broken  
 

                    
 
 
Bricks broken on older grave markers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Granite Stone Up 

 
Some time in 2012, vandals pushed over a large granite grave marker on the Pepper lot, in the MR 
section of the Old Smithville Burying Grounds. It landed on its face so no one could read the stone. 
However, shortly afterwards, some one turned the stone over so the name of Olympus Victoria 
Vernon Pepper (MR, F5) could be seen. However, since that time in 2012 until this year, the stone 
has not been moved. 
 

                   
 
Getting the stone back onto its base was one of this year’s goals. Using steel straight bars and some 
concrete blocks, the stone was moved to its base and lifted off the ground.  
 
Using more time and more bricks, the stone was moved sufficiently so that a hydraulic car jack could 
be placed under the stone (about 650 pounds (estimated)) so that it could be pushed up and placed 
at a 45 degree angle on bricks and concrete blocks. 
 

                  
 
 
The time came that the car jack would not work as it could not push the stone up without losing its 
grip and falling away from the stone. Fortunately Bob Brandon came the next morning with his son-
in-law and grandson. While there was a method to lift the stone using tools, the two young men 
wondered if they could not lift the stone up the rest of the way and turn it around. So they tried, 
and were successful. Once the stone was facing the correct direction, it was dusted off and glued 
onto its base.  Another one of this year’s Old Smithville Burying Ground goals was met.  
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Fixing Stones in Section MR   
 
In the short time of November and December of 2013, a goal was set to try to get as many grave markers 
repaired/straighten as possible in the MR section of the cemetery. I was supported by a new volunteer named 
Bob Brandon. Bob is from Oak Island and newly moved to this area. He is from the Winston-Salem area and is 
retired.   
 
We started with the lots at MR-D5, and MR-F5 areas. The lots have many names in them. There are 
Fullwoods, Richards, Bensells, Caison, Taylors, and Vernons. We added pebbles under the bases of the 
markers to level them. Some stones were slid down on their base as they had moved toward the down ward 
slope of the base. These marker stones were slid back. About 6 stones were fixed. The marker stone for 
Caroline Bensell was in 3 pieces. It was glued back together. Please see the before and after photos below.  
 

    
 
 

 
 
 
A few feet away, there is a marker stone for Joseph Bensell (MR-F4 area) who was lost in one of the pilot boat 
disasters. It is the second stone with his name on it. The first one is the Lost Pilots memorial. This stone’s 
foundation base had been worn away. There were a few bricks under the base stone that were holding it up. 
The fix was to level the base stone by adjusting bricks in the foundation, and then to mortar cement the 
foundation’s remaining brick with additional new bricks.  Please see the before and after photos below 
 



   
 
 
The marker stone of Mary Swain at the MR-D3 area had broken off of its base. Whatever hit the stone broke 
and tilted the base stone. Since it had been so long since the stones had been broken, the base was down 
about 2 inches into soil/sand. The marker stone while face up, was slowing sinking into the ground. The fix was 
to raise the base and place pebbles under it to level it. Glue the base stone so that its slot was again usable. 
Then glue the marker stone’s keel section to the marker stone. Then glue the marker stone to the base. Each 
one of the steps requires cleaning the different stone part so that the glue would adhere. Bob then cleaned the 
marker stone with the SHS suggested D-2 cleaner as it was black. Please see the before and after photos 
below 
 

   



 
The stones of two Davis children in the MR-C1 area were in the ground so long that the bases were not visible. 
The head stones had lost their features and the only way to know what one of them said is from the records we 
have. Bob dug up the bases, added pebbles to level them, and cleaned the slots where the head stone fit in. 
The base of the head stones were cleaned with D-2, and then glued. Please see the before and after photos 
below 
 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 
The head stone for John S. Wescott at the MR-F3 area was poorly constructed. The base was found under 5 
inches of soil/sand. Once it was dug up and leveled with pebbles, it was found that the head stone keel was 
still in the base slot. The head stone is quite long and while not granite, it is quite heavy. The keel is too small 
to support such a large heavy head stone, so it broke when some thing hit it. The fix was to clean up the keel, 
the base stones slot, and to glue the whole head stone with the keel to the base. Then an industrial epoxy glue 
was added around the base/head stone joint so the head stone is glued on three sides. Hopefully, the glue will 
make up for the top heavy head stone. Please see the before and after photos below 
 
 

   



 
 
The Old Smithville Burying Grounds has a row of four ship Captain’s grave markers that came from different 
areas of the world (MR-F5 area). Two of the marker stones note that they were placed in the cemetery by the 
Captain’s widow. One of the stones is a grayish color that is different than any other in the cemetery. One of 
the four had the name of Captain James N. Carver Jr. The marker stone was behind its base stone. It was in 
the ground about 12 inches so that lower words could not be read. The fix was to bring the head stone up to 
the surface, level the base with pebbles, clean the base slot, clean the marker’s stone keel, and to glue them 
together. Please see the before and after photos below 
 

    
 
Other work in the MR-F2 area was to take a four foot old wrought iron fence part that was leaning against a 
tree so that the string trimmer could not cut weeds next to the tree. The issue with the wrought iron around the 
Wescott lot is that fence was buried in concrete or asphalt which keeps the fence in place, but allows the iron 
to disintegrate so that it becomes small vertical points rising from the ground. It is dangerous as it is like a row 
of nails pointing upward. By using the fence part leaning up against the tree and placing it next to the row of 
nails, the potential hazard can be guarded against. The moved fence can be seen in the after photo of the 
Captain James N Carver.  
 
That is all to report on for year of 2013. 
 
 



Red Stone Grave Marker 
 
In the BN section of the Old Smithville Burying Grounds, around the Carrier lot (BN, G4), there was a 
red stone that Musette Steck and I have wondered about. It is a stone that is not native to this area 
and it was buried in the dirt/sand.  
 

 
 
In December, 2013, the stone was lifted up and reviewed. There are no words that can be found on 

either side of the stone. The size and shape of the stone indicate that it is a grave marker, but both 

ends are broken away with large chunks missing. Also found in the same area was a brick in the 

Carrier lot. It was unusual it was there as it was under the soil/sand, and one could just see an 

outline. Upon uncovering it, there were more bricks on either side. Using a probe, the boundaries 

of the bricks were found and it appears that it is a small grave with a brick crypt. Since there was 

no grave where the red stone was buried, and the grave in the Carrier lot had no grave marking 

stone, the red stone was moved over to the brick covered grave and placed into the ground. Placing 

the stone upright will allow it to dry out somewhat and hopefully will slow down the decay. If any 

one knows about the red stone and where it should be please contact us. We need to know where it 

belongs and what name should on it.  
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Singletary Lot – November 2013  

 

In 2010, the boundary pipes on the Singletary Lot were bent back as straight as possible. they were 

bent down to the ground from a large limb falling from a tree and hitting them. In November, the 

rusting pipes were painted with a Rust-eolum primer and then painted a Charleston Green finish 

coat. The cedar pipe holders were then coated with a water proofing stain to give them a little 

more life. The first grave marked has a date of 1912 on it. The others have death dates of 1926 and 

1953. Any date that you choose as when the boundary was placed into the cemetery, the pipes and 

cedar posts have stood up amazing well.  

 
Before  
 

 
 
After 
 

 


