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SOUTHPORT (SMITHVILLE)  
A Chronology  

Volume II (1887 - 1920) pages 121-124 
Additions from the Notes of Bill Reaves 

 
January 9, 1900 
Dr. Ullery, of Chicago, who owns Smith's or Bald Head Island, at the mouth of the Cape Fear River, 
was in Fayetteville on business with the federal court. The government desired to acquire 30 acres of 
land for a lighthouse and lifesaving station and also to build (and maintain perpetual right-of-way) a 
tramway across the island. The latter concession Dr. Ullery does not desire to grant. He will make the 
island a game preserve and resort and will stock it with deer and other game.  
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 1-10-1900 
 
January 11, 1900 
Mr. W.J. Sutton, U.S. deputy collector, spent today at Southport starting up the T.J. Gore distillery, 
which has been closed for several months. He will leave tomorrow for his home at Elizabeth City, NC. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 1-12-1900. 
 
January 12, 1900  
In Raleigh, N.C., Judge Purnell signed a decree in the case of the United States vs. Alvis Walker and 
others, condemning the south end of Smith's or Bald Head Island for a lighthouse and lifesaving station 
and also condemning a right-of-way for a public road across the island. Marshal Dockery is directed to 
summon five free holders to assess the damage to the owners as required by the state law.  
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 1-13-1900.  
 
January 26, 1900 
Mr. C.L. Cook and Mr. D.C. Wood, of Red Bank, Monmouth County, N. J., left for their homes after 
spending five weeks at Southport for the purpose of hunting and fishing in that vicinity. They were the 
guests of H.K. Ruark at Southport. This was their second visit to this section on hunting and fishing 
expeditions and they expect to return next season, being highly pleased with the sport afforded 
hereabouts.  
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 1-27-1900. 
 
January 27, 1900  
Mr. Ed. Pepper arrived in Wilmington coming from South Rocky Mount with his right hand badly 
mutilated, it having been caught in some machinery in the A.C.L. shops at that place. He went later to 
his home at Southport on a tugboat His hand was badly mashed, taking off the middle finger. The wound 
was dressed at the A.C.L. shops and he left immediate] for home. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 1-28-1900. 
 
January 30, 1900 
Mr. J.C. Henvis, a prominent lawyer and capitalist of Philadelphia, was in Raleigh, N.C. where he 
obtained from the Secretary of State's office a copy of the charter granted last September to the 
Southport, Wilmington & Weldon Railroad Company, formed by Philadelphia capitalist: to build a road 
from Southport to Wilmington. There has been for some time talk of such a project, but nothing tangible 
has as yet resulted.  
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 2-1-1900. 
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January 31, 1900  
A board of commissioners went down to Smith's Island to estimate the value of that portion of the island 
recently condemned by the U.S. government for the purpose of erecting a lighthouse and lifesaving 
station. Mr. C.W. Ullery, who owns the island having purchased it from the Walker heirs, was expected 
from Charleston, S.C. to accompany the commissioners. The purpose of the inspection was for the 
purpose of estimating the loss to the owner. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 1-31-1900 
 
February 1, 1900 
U.S. Marshal H.C. Dockery, District Attorney CM. Bernard and Captain B.B. Smith, of Charleston, 
went down to Smith's Island yesterday morning on the U.S. Revenue Cutter ALGONQUIN, as a board 
of commissioners to assess the value of that section of the island (30 acres) condemned by the U.S. 
government for the purpose of erecting^ light house and lifesaving station. They returned to Wilmington 
the next day. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 2-2-1900. 
 
February 2, 1900 
The value of the 30 acres of land on Smith's Island condemned by the U.S. government for the purpose 
of erecting a new light-house and constructing a tramway across the island to the lifesaving station was 
appraised yesterday by a board of commissioners at $4,000. Mr. D. Ullery, of Chicago, and others 
owning interest in the island will receive that amount from the government. Construction of the 
lighthouse and the lighthouse tramway and lifesaving station will be pushed as rapidly as possible. The 
island is 7 miles in length and 3 miles wide. The proposed tramway between the lighthouse and 
lifesaving station divides the island about in half.  
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 2-3-1900. 
 
February 16, 1900 
Mr. F. G. Dosher, formerly chief clerk for Messrs. Dosher, St. George & Company, of Southport, has 
accepted a position with his brother-in-law, Mr. N. F. Parker, the well-known furniture dealer in 
Wilmington. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 2-16-1900. 
 
February 23, 1900  
The steam tugboat BUCK, Capt. Herbert Ward, has been awarded the contract for carrying the mail 
between Wilmington and Southport. The necessary papers have been duly signed by Captain Ward 
before government representative E.G. Parr, of Richmond. The contract will go into effect on July 1st. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 2-23-1900. 
 
March 14, 1900 
Captain J.L. Pinner, one of the efficient and genial steamboat captains connected with the Cape Fear 
Towage and Transportation Company, has moved his family from Southport to Wilmington. They are at 
home at No.513 Market Street, between 5th and 6th Streets 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 3-16-1900. 
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March 16, 1900 
It was announced this week that Southport was to have an electric light plant in the near future. It was to 
be established by Messrs. J.P. and H.B. Singletary, who have already purchased a part of the machinery. 
The vacant lot back of Greer's beef market was leased as the site for the plant. They propose to be 
supplying the town with good lights not later than April 15th. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 3-16-1900. 
 
March 24, 1900 
Dr. B.W. Brown, who had been in charge of the Cape Fear Quarantine Station, was transferred to the 
Cape Charles Quarantine Station at Old Point, VA. Dr. T.B. McIntire, of the U.S. Marine Hospital 
Service, was to succeed Dr. Brown at the Cape Fear Station. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 3-25-1900. 
 
April 3, 1900 
Miss Shellie Thomas, of Wilmington, and Mr. William Tharp, of Southport, were married in the 
parsonage of Bladen Street M.E. Church at 8 p.m. Rev. J.J. Potter performed the ceremony. Miss Minnie 
Tharp, sister of the groom, was maid of honor, and Mr. W.B. Thomas was best man. Mr. and Mrs. Tharp 
were to reside in Southport. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 4-4-1900.  
 
April 13, 1900  
The Brunswick County authorities placed an order with the Cary Safe Company, of Buffalo, New York, 
for a large fireproof vault far the protection of the county records, etc., in the courthouse at Southport. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 4-14-1900. 
 
April 13, 1900  
The Brunswick County authorities placed an order with the Cary Safe Company, of Buffalo, New York, 
for a large fireproof vault far the protection of the county records, etc., in the courthouse at Southport. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 4-14-1900. 
 
April 15, 1900  
Mr. John Prigge, a former merchant of Southport, died in Jacksonville, Florida, where he had resided for 
some time. He was a brother of the late G. Prigge, proprietor of the Rock Spring Hotel in Wilmington a 
number of years ago. He leaves numerous relatives, most of them living near Wilmington. Mrs. George 
K. West, of Wilmington, Mrs. Asa Dosher and Mrs. C.J. Piver, of Southport, and Mrs. L.P. Swain, of 
Brunswick, are all nieces of the deceased. Mr. Prigge was a member of Pythagoras Lodge No.249, 
Masons, in Southport. After the arrival of the remains in Wilmington, the funeral was conducted from 
the residence of Mr. Geo. K. West, 706 Chestnut Street. The interment was in Oakdale Cemetery in 
Wilmington with Masonic honors. Rev.J.N.Cole, pastor of Grace Methodist Church officiated. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 4-18-1900, 4-19-1900. 
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May 3, 1900  
Mrs. Lula Richards, wife of Mr. Ernest V. Richards, died at the residence of her husband, 115 South 9th 
Street, Wilmington. She was 36 years of age and died from pneumonia of nearly two weeks duration. 
She was a daughter of the late Captain Julius and Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Taylor, and was born in 
Southport. She is survived by her mother, her husband, and four small children and also by four brothers 
and two sisters, Capt. Thomas and Mr. Vance Taylor, Mr. John and Mr. Julius Taylor, and Mrs. Pierce 
of Southport, and Mrs. Amelia West, of Canada. The remains were carried on the steamer 
WILMINGTON to Southport for interment. Rev. Calvin S. Blackwell, D.D., officiated.  
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 5-3-1900; 5-5-1900 
 
May 15, 1900  
Mr. Ernest V. Richards of Wilmington and Miss Minnie Ray Pearce, of Southport, were married in 
Fayetteville, N.C. Mr. Richards was a recent widower, and it was said that it was the request of his wife, 
who died on May 3rd, 1900 that he should marry her great friend - the young lady above mentioned. She 
was a niece of the deceased. The young lady's parents made some objection, hence the marriage took 
place in Fayetteville. The newlyweds were to take a European bridal tour, visiting Mr. Richards' home in 
England, from which he recently came to the United States. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 5-17-1900. 
 
May 21, 1900 
Two men from Fort Caswell enjoyed a visit to Wilmington but they missed the last boat to Southport. 
They had Mr. Clarence Maffitt to rig them a yawl and they set sail for the fort. Their furlough was only 
good for a day and they were determined to reach the fort that night at any cost. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 5-22-1900. 
 
June 1, 1900 
Miss Lizzie Waddell, of Wilmington, opened a summer home in the old Hotel Brunswick building this 
week for the accommodation of her friends from Wilmington and other points, who wish to spend the 
summer in Southport. This was the first time the building had been opened for guests since 1896 and 
was a sign of the increasing popularity of Southport during the upcoming season. 
Source: WILM. MESSENGER, 6-1-1900. 
 
June 23, 1900 
A Chamber of Commerce was organized at Southport. The officers were: President - Mr. M.C. Guthrie; 
Vice President-Dr. W.G. Curtis; Secretary - Mr. W.H. Pyke; Treasurer - Mr. Richard Dosher. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 6-23-1900. 
 
June 27, 1900 
Mr. James Bailey Robeson, a former Wilmingtonian, and Miss Kate Stuart Drew, of Southport, were 
married at the Trinity M.E. Church, with the Rev. R.W. Bailey officiating. The bride was the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Drew, and the groom was at one time employed in THE MESSENGER 
newspaper office in Wilmington. He was now employed with the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad at 
Conetoe, N.C., where the newlyweds were to reside. The attendants at the wedding ware: Miss Mary 
Harper, Mr. Price Furpless, Miss Ethel Fisher, Mr. M.C. Guthrie, Miss Emma Keen, Mr. J.W. Freeman, 
Miss Ida Manson, Mr. Arthur Dosher, Miss Hattie Lou Wilson, Mr. C. Ed. Taylor. The maid of honor 
was Miss Lillie Drew; the flower girls were Miss Jewell Pepper and Miss Alice Adkins. The best man 
was Mr. R.J. Rivenbark, of Wilmington. 
Source: WILM.MESSENGER, 6-28-1900 
 


